SPEAKING WITH ONE VOICE

As faith leaders representing diverse traditions across Maryland, we are deeply troubled by the rising levels
of violence and fear connected to immigration enforcement throughout the country. Recent events have
underscored the profound human cost of these actions, including the loss of life and the escalation of
confrontations between communities, law enforcement, and federal authorities.

Here in Maryland, we are especially concerned for our immigrant brothers and sisters who have endured
intimidation, detention, and the separation of families. The growing presence of immigration enforcement in
schools, hospitals, and places of worship has created an atmosphere of anxiety that undermines the trust
essential to healthy communities. Across the nation, we have witnessed repeated accounts of individuals
being treated in ways that disregard their inherent dignity. At the same time, public discourse has been
clouded by misinformation that seeks to justify or minimize these harms and damages the reputation of
individuals.

Our various faith traditions teach that every person possesses an inviolable worth. We share a common
conviction that the vulnerable must be protected, that families must be supported, and that truth and
compassion must guide public action. From this shared moral foundation, we cannot accept narratives that
dismiss these incidents as isolated or insignificant. The pattern of fear and instability affecting immigrant
communities demands our collective attention and response. We are also mindful of rhetoric that threatens
to use force against our cities or communities. Such language only deepens division and erodes the trust
necessary for public safety and civic cooperation. As leaders of many faiths, we stand with all who seek a just
and peaceful society. We urge federal authorities to conduct their duties with restraint, respect, and a
commitment to the dignity of every individual.

While we understand that the government has the responsibility to enforce laws and to secure the borders,
there is also an urgent need for comprehensive immigration reform that ensures the safety of all, respects
those who come or have come to the United States seeking a better life for themselves and their families,
keeps families together, and offers a path to citizenship.

We call upon all people of goodwill to strengthen the bonds of community: reach out to your neighbors, learn
who may need support, and build networks of care that ensure no one faces fear or uncertainty alone. Our
congregations and communities remain committed to working together to affirm that Maryland is strongest
when we uphold the dignity, safety, and belonging of every person who calls this state home.
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