
Is this unbaptized
person age 7 or

older?
Is this person validly

baptized?

Was this person
Baptized Catholic?

NO

NO

YES

NO

OCIA 
EXTENDED PREP 

Rites: Part I 
or Part II-Ch. II

Culminating Initiation
during the Easter Vigil

YES

Does this
unbaptized person

have some prior
Christian

affiliation?

NO

YES

OCIA 
EXTENDED PREP

Rites: Part II-Ch. V 
& Ch. VI

Reception during the
Easter Vigil or during

Sunday Mass

NO

Has this Baptized
Catholic already had a

religious upbringing
and/or some catechesis? 

NO

OCIA 
SIMPLE PREP

Rites: Part II-Ch. VI
Reception occurs at a
Sunday Mass or other

parish Mass
NO

YES

Is this Baptized
Catholic older than

age 7?

ADAPTATIONS FOR CHILDREN:
Some ritual texts have been adapted for children (for
example, the Rite of Election) - see Pt. II-Ch. II. These
rites are provided as an “option” in that they may be

offered to children in lieu of participation in the
corresponding rites written for adult participation. The

rites themselves are not, however, “optional.”

When baptizing an adult or a child of catechetical age:
CONFIRMATION MAY NOT BE DELAYED.
“Unless there is a grave reason to the contrary, an adult [or child of

catechetical age] who is baptized is to be confirmed immediately after
baptism.” (CIC 866 & 852)

”A priest who baptizes an adult or child of catechetical age in the absence
of the Bishop should also confer Confirmation...” (OCIA 14)

Has this Baptized
non-Catholic
CANDIDATE

already had prior
Church experience? 

Part I: Christian Initiation of Adults 
Part II: Rites for Particular Circumstances:
*Chs. III & IV are to be used only in extraordinary circumstances.

Part II-Ch. II: Christian Initiation of Children Who Have
Reached Catechetical Age 
Part II-Ch. III: Simpler Order of Adult Initiation*
Part II-Ch. IV: Shorter Order of Adult Initiation to be Used
in Danger of Death or at the Point of Death* 
Part II-Ch. V: Preparing Adults for Confirmation and the
Eucharist Who Were Baptized as Infants and Did Not
Receive Catechesis
Part II-Ch. VI: Order of Reception into the Full Communion
of the Catholic Church of Those Already Validly Baptized

Appendix I: Combined Rites - Catechumens & Candidates

Catholic parent(s) of a child who
was validly baptized in a non-

Catholic tradition and who
remains under age 7 can simply

make a profession of faith on the
child’s behalf. Make an entry
into the baptismal register for
the child and indicate the date

of profession as the date for the
child’s entry into the church.

Then continue to:

YES

ONGOING
FORMATION

NO

YES

YES

Has this Baptized Catholic
been fully initiated

(Baptism, Confirmation,
Eucharist)?

INFANT
BAPTISM
PROCESS

YES
OCIA 

SHORTER PREP
Rites: Part I 

or Part II-Ch. II
Culminating Initiation 
during the Easter Vigil

 

NO

A FULLY INITIATED CATHOLIC
who desires a return to practice
after some time away might be

invited to a Reconciliation process
culminating in a return to the

Sacrament of Penance, in addition to
ongoing participation in lifelong faith

formation.

Has this Baptized
Catholic celebrated
First Communion in

the Catholic
Church? 

RITE OF
CONFIRMATION

(with age-appropriate preparation.
The Bishop is the ordinary minister
of Confirmation for this candidate.)

OCIA 
EXTENDED -OR- SHORTER 

PREP PROCESS
Rites: Part II-Ch. V

Completing Initiation
during the Easter Vigil 

or at another time

YES

followed by ongoing formation
& typical sequence and timing
of 1st Eucharist and
Confirmation

OCIA: AT A GLANCE
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Important Pastoral Note: When accompanying adults who seek sacraments, as early in the process (and as hospitably) as possible, inquire
regarding any marriages (current and previous). Irregular marriages are an impediment to full participation in the catechumenate. See Norms 2,

7, & 16 of the National Statutes for the Christian Initiation of Adults for details and seek additional guidance from Archdiocesan entities.

YES

Is this validly-
baptized non-
Catholic age 7

or older?

NO

including typical sequence
& timing of 1st Eucharist
and Confirmation


