
Is this
CATECHUMEN
age 7 or older?

Is this person validly
baptized?

Was this person
Baptized Catholic?

NO

YES

NO

YES

YES

NO

OCIA 
EXTENDED PROCESS 

ALL RITES (PART I)
Culminating Initiation
during the Easter Vigil

NO

YES

Does this
CATECHUMEN
have some prior

Christian
affiliation?

NO

YES

Has this Baptized Catholic
been fully initiated

(Baptism, Confirmation,
Eucharist)?

OCIA 
EXTENDED PROCESS

ADAPTED RITES 
(PART II-4[&5])

Reception into the Full
Communion of the

Catholic Church during
the Easter Vigil or

during Sunday Mass

NO

Has this Baptized
Catholic already had a

religious upbringing
and/or some catechesis? 

YES

NO

OCIA 
SIMPLE PROCESS

RITE OF RECEPTION 
(PART II-5)

Rite of Reception occurs at
a Sunday Mass or other

parish Mass
NO

YES

INFANT
BAPTISM
PROCESS

Is this person age 7
or older?

CONTINUE WITH
THE TYPICAL
SEQUENCE &
TIMING FOR 
1ST EUCHARIST &
CONFIRMATION 
(with appropriate Rite of
Reception & sacramental
record notations if baptized
in another tradition)

YES
OCIA 

SHORTER PROCESS
ALL RITES (PART I)

Culminating Initiation 
during the Easter Vigil*

 

Some ritual texts have been adapted for children (for
example, the Rite of Enrollment). These rites are

provided as an option that they may be offered to
children in lieu of participation in the corresponding

rites written for adult participation. The rites
themselves are not, however, “optional.” 

”Priest must always confirm whom he baptizes and
receives [Canons, 842, 852.1, 883.2, 885.2], even
children of catechetical age [ncusa, nos. 18-19].”

CONFIRMATION MAY NOT BE DELAYED.

Has this Baptized
non-Catholic
CANDIDATE

already had prior
Church experience? 

NO

A FULLY INITIATED CATHOLIC
who desires a return to practice
after some time away might be

invited to a Reconciliation process
culminating in a return to the

Sacrament of Penance, in addition to
ongoing participation in lifelong faith

formation.

Has this Baptized
Catholic celebrated
First Communion in

the Catholic
Church? RITE OF

CONFIRMATION

OCIA 
EXTENDED -OR- SHORTER

PROCESS
ADAPTED RITES 

(PART II-4[&5])
Completing Initiation

during the Easter Vigil 
or at another time*

YES

Part I: Christian Initiation of Adults 
Part II: Rites for Particular Circumstances:

Part II-1: Christian Initiation of Children Who
Have Reached Catechetical Age
Part II-2: Christian Initiation of Adults in
Exceptional Circumstances
Part II-3: Christian Initiation of a Person in
Danger of Death
Part II-4: Preparation of Uncatechized Adults
for Confirmation and Eucharist
Part II-5: Reception of Baptized Christians into
the Full Communion of the Catholic Church

followed by typical sequence
and timing of 1st Eucharist
and Confirmation

OCIA: AT A GLANCE


