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On June 6, we celebrate the Feast of Corpus Christi or the 

Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ.  

We, as Catholics, celebrate the fact that during the Mass 

the bread and wine become the Body and Blood of Christ. 

We do not believe that the consecrated bread and wine 

are only symbols of Christ’s Body and Blood. No, we 

believe that Christ is really present, body and blood, soul 

and divinity in the consecrated bread and wine. During 

Communion, we receive that same Body of Christ.  

 

Because of the pandemic, for a long time we were unable 

to receive Communion. However, many of the restrictions 

that were in place for so long have been eased. We can 

now attend Mass in our local parishes. We can once again receive Communion. Yes, we can 

now receive the Body of Christ, his real presence.  

 

Beginning on June 6, the Archdiocese of Baltimore will be 

celebrating the Year of the Eucharist. The theme for the year 

is: Encounter Christ’s Presence. The emphasis is on the ways 

that the Church teaches that Christ is present in the Mass. These 

include His presence in the proclamation of the Scriptures, in 

the Congregation (the People of God), in the priest, and in the 

consecrated Bread and Wine. 

 

What a wonderful time to come back to church and 

encounter Christ present at the Mass. It has been 

wonderful to have access to Mass in ASL online during the pandemic. However, we cannot 

experience Christ’s presence in the same way through the internet as we can in person. In 

person we can experience Christ in the four different ways mentioned above, but in particular, 

we can actually receive the Body of Christ personally. 

 



Most, if not all of the parishes, no longer require you to 

sign up to come to Mass. Most do not require a mask if 

you are vaccinated. (We can wear a mask if we prefer.) 

With vaccinations, the risk of contracting COVID-19 by 

attending Mass is very low. Anyone with a fever or if 

anyone is feeling sick, they are asked not to come to 

Mass. 

 

I would suggest that you check with the parish or with the interpreter to see if the schedule for 

Mass has changed. Also check to be sure that the Mass will be interpreted. Many parishes have 

not been providing the interpreter because no Deaf people have been coming to Mass. If you 

want to attend with an interpreter, please be sure to ask for the interpreted Mass. 

 

Announcement from Archbishop Lori 

Archbishop Lori and the leaders in the surrounding dioceses have decided that they will lift the 

dispensation from the obligation to attend Mass in person. This means that beginning the 

weekend of June 26 and 27, we will no longer be excused from attending Sunday 

Mass because of the pandemic. Of course if you are ill or have a serious medical condition 

that needs special consideration, you can still be excused. However now, especially if you have 

been vaccinated, the risk of contracting COVID-19 is very, very low. 

 

 

Break From Online Meeting in the Summer 

During the summer months (June, July and August) there will be no online meetings with Fr. 

Mike Depcik or with Ms. Sue Gudenkauf. Consideration is being made regarding the possibility 

of picking up with these in the fall. 
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