
Nuclear Arms 

 

The use of arms must not produce evils and disorders graver than the evil to be eliminated. The power of 

modern means of destruction weighs very heavily in evaluating this condition" CCC 2309. 

 

Church Documents: 

 

The Harvest of Justice is Sown in Peace, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (November 

1993).  Available at http://old.usccb.org/sdwp/harvest.shtml. 

 

The Challenge of Peace: God's Promise and Our Response, A Pastoral Letter on War and Peace by the 

National Conference of Catholic Bishops (May 1983).  Available at 

http://old.usccb.org/sdwp/international/TheChallengeofPeace.pdf. 

 

Articles: 

 
“Backgrounder on Nuclear Arms Treaties,” United States 

Conference of Catholic Bishops,  

 Department of Justice, Peace and Human Development, 

Office of International Justice and Peace (February 2011).  

Available at http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-

life-and-dignity/war-and-peace/nuclear-weapons/upload/2011-

02NuclearArmsBackgrounderFinalRevision.pdf. 

 

Archbishop Edwin F. O’Brien, “Moral Reflections on U.S. 

Nuclear Weapons Policy,” Delivered at the Institute for Policy 

Research & Catholic Studies Panel Symposium on The Ethics of the Obama Administration's Nuclear 

Weapons Policy: Catholic Perspectives (April 2010).  Available at 

http://old.usccb.org/sdwp/international/2010-04-26-bishop-obrien-moral-reflections-us-nuclear-

policy.pdf. 

 

Archbishop Edwin F. O’Brien, “Nuclear Weapons and Moral Questions: The Path to Zero,” talk given at 

Symposium hosted by the U.S. Strategic Command 

(July 2009).  Available at http://www.archbalt.org/about-us/the-archbishop/homilies/nuclear-

weapons.cfm 

 

Hon. Douglas Roche, O.C., “Nuclear Weapons and Morality: An Unequivocal Position” (November 

2005).  Available at http://www.gsinstitute.org/mpi/docs/Roche_CatholicBishopsNuclearWeapons.pdf. 

 

“Nuclear Arms Are Incompatible with Peace, Vatican Tells U.N.” (October 2002).  Available at 

http://www.zenit.org/article-5482?l=english. 

  

“75 U.S. Catholic Bishops Condemn U.S. Policy of Nuclear Deterrence: The Morality of Nuclear 

Deterrence,”   An Evaluation by Pax Christi Bishops in the United States (June 1998).  Available at 

http://www.ccnr.org/pax_christi.html. 

 

Dates to Note  

 

August 6 and August 9 were the dates that Atomic Bombs were dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 
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Video: 

 

William Perry & Cardinal Roger Mahoney, “Ethical Dimensions of a World Without Nuclear Weapons” 

(October 2011).  Available at http://kroc.nd.edu/newsevents/events/2011/10/25/918. 

 

 

This document contains some hyperlinks to web sites operated by parties other than the Archdiocese of 

Baltimore. These hyperlinks are provided for your reference only. The Archdiocese of Baltimore does not 

control such web sites and is not responsible for their contents. The inclusion of hyperlinks to other web 

sites does not imply any endorsement of the material on these web sites or any association with their 

operators. 

 


