
Human Trafficking 

 

The seventh commandment forbids acts or enterprises that for any reason - selfish or ideological, 

commercial, or totalitarian—lead to the enslavement of human beings, to their being bought, sold and 

exchanged like merchandise, in disregard for their personal dignity. It is a sin against the dignity of 

persons and their fundamental rights to reduce them by violence to their productive value or to a source of 

profit. St. Paul directed a Christian master to treat his Christian slave “no longer as a slave but more than 

a slave, as a beloved brother . . . both in the flesh and in the Lord.”  CCC 2414. 

 

Church Documents: 

 
“Statement on Human Trafficking,” People on the Move, Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of 

Migrants and Itinerant People (No. 105, December 2007).  Available at 

http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/pontifical_councils/migrants/pom2007-

105/rc_pc_migrants_pom105_statement-human-barnes.html 

  

“Statement of Most Reverend Gerald R. Barnes Bishop of San Bernardino, California Chairman, 

USCCB Committee on Migration on Human Trafficking,” United States Conference of Catholic 

Bishops Committee on Migration (September 2007).  Available at 

http://www.catholiccharitiesusa.org/NetCommunity/Document.Doc?id=441. 
 

Catholic Websites: 

 

“What is Human Trafficking,” United States Conference of Catholic Bishops.  Available at 

http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/human-trafficking/. 

 

Coalition of Catholic Organizations against Human Trafficking.  Available at 

http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/human-trafficking/coalition-of-catholic-

organizations-against-human-trafficking.cfm. 

 

Articles: 

 

Barbara Kralis, “Catholic Church fights human trafficking and slavery” (August 2006).  Available at 

http://www.lifeissues.net/writers/kra/kra_44churchfightstrafficking.html. 
 

“Religious Form Network Against Human Trafficking” (June 2009).  Available at 

http://www.catholic.org/international/international_story.php?id=33831&wf=rsscol. 
 

“Catholic Social Teaching on Human Trafficking.”  Available at 

http://www.ipjc.org/links/HumanTraffickingAndCST.pdf. 
 
Barbara Fraser, “Catholic Church takes aim at human trafficking” (August 2008).  Available at 

http://ncronline.org/node/1673. 
 

 

This document contains some hyperlinks to web sites operated by parties other than the Archdiocese of 

Baltimore. These hyperlinks are provided for your reference only. The Archdiocese of Baltimore does not 

control such web sites and is not responsible for their contents. The inclusion of hyperlinks to other web 
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sites does not imply any endorsement of the material on these web sites or any association with their 

operators. 

 

 

 

 

 


