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“Go After the Lost Sheep”

Questions for Parish Young Adult 

Self-Assessment
Art Print by Alfred Soord
Does our parish aid in extending hospitality and make efforts to welcome young adults? You may want to ask your parish council and staff the following questions:

· Do we provide babysitting at any of our parish events, including adult education opportunities?

· Do we have a Young Mother’s Group, a young adult group who use the gym, or a Fathers Prayer Group?

· Is there any type of “Homecoming” for college students returning to the parish for Thanksgiving or Christmas?

· Are there any young adults serving on the parish council? As Lectors? As Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist? Who are they?

· Do adult education classes ever address topics like: “making large decisions in life with prayer” (discernment), “financial responsibility and debt”, or “making a commitment in relationships”? 

· Is there a readily available list of service opportunities that range in time commitment as well as when the activity takes place? 

· Is the first thing said to a couple calling to get married “Are you registered here?” or is it “How exciting for you! I am glad you have called your church at such an important time.”
· Does our parish utilize email and other electronic communications that are particularly young adult friendly?  Does our parish web page updated regularly?

Every parish needs to intentionally invite young adults to participate in the complete list of its ministries and programs available.  Every parish needs to look at its programs and consider if the program is inclusive and welcoming.

