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Prayer Service for
“Putting Out Into Deep Waters”

Where are the young adults?

Opening Prayer 

Loving God, 

You ask us to go beyond where we are comfortable and safe. You ask of us a willingness to challenge, change, and grow. Expand our vision as we seek to intentionally recognize young adults in our midst and include them in our community. Guide us, Lord, as we venture out into deep waters where we might be less familiar but where you call us to cast our nets. 







Amen. 

First Reading

A reading from the Book of Leviticus (Lev. 19:33-34)

The stranger who dwells with you in your land, you shall not mistreat him. The stranger who dwells among you shall be to you as one born among you, and you shall love him as yourself; for you were strangers in the land of Egypt: I am the Lord, your God. 
The Word of the Lord

Response: Thanks be to God

Psalm 119:129-133, 135 


Leader: Lord, let your face shine on me. 

Response: Lord, let your face shine on me.

Wonderful are your decrees; therefore I observe them.
Response: Lord, let your face shine on me.

The revelation of your words sheds light, gives understanding to the simple.
Response: Lord, let your face shine on me.

I gasp with open mouth in my yearning for your commands.
Response: Lord, let your face shine on me.


Turn to me in pity as you turn to those who love your name.
Response: Lord, let your face shine on me.

Steady my footsteps according to your promise, and let no iniquity rule over me.
Response: Lord, let your face shine on me.


Let your countenance shine upon your servant, and teach me your statutes. 
Response: Lord, let your face shine on me.
Second Reading 
A Reading from the Gospel of Luke (5:1-11)

Response: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ

As he stood by the Lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd pressed in on him to hear the word of God, he saw two boats moored by the side of the lake…He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to pull out a short distance from the shore; then remaining seated, he continued to teach the crowds from the boat. When he had finished speaking he said to Simon, "Put out into deep water and lower your nets for a catch." Simon answered, "Master, we have been hard at it all night long and caught nothing; but if you say so, I will lower the nets." Upon doing this they caught such a great number of fish that their nets were at the breaking point. So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both boats, so that they began to sink.  But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, "Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!" For he and all who were with him were amazed at the catch of fish that they had taken; and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, "Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching people." When they had brought their boats to shore, they left everything and followed him. 


The Word of the Lord

Thanks be to God. 

Reflection : (To be shared in small groups of two or three)
To evangelize means: to show this path—to teach the art of living. At the beginning of his public life Jesus says: I have come to evangelize the poor (Luke 4:18); this means: I have the response to your fundamental question; I will show you the path of life, the path toward happiness—rather: I am that path . . . This is why we are in need of a new evangelization—if the art of living remains an unknown, nothing else works. But this art is not the object of a science—this art can only be communicated by [one] who has life—he who is the Gospel personified.

Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger (Benedict XVI)
The New Evangelization: Building the Civilization of Love
Address to Catechists and Religion Teachers  - Jubilee of Catechists, 12 December 2000

1) What are the characteristics of “the art of living” that are identifiable in your parish?
2) How can your efforts with young adults be taken to another level, and be cast “into deep waters”?
Intercession
Leader: As you filled the nets of the disciples, so we ask you to fill the nets we cast in your direction. Our response is Lord, hear our prayer. Response: Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader: We pray for our Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI and all of our Bishops and leaders, called by God to be "fishers of people," that they may face with courage and hope the stormy waves of our time of renewal and continue without fear to preach the gospel of Christ, we pray. Response: Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader: For all Christians, that they may have the courage to risk their comfort and personal peace to help prisoners and refugees, the unborn and the old, the sick and strangers, we pray. Response: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: For openness to hear God’s voice calling us to minister in His name. In a special way, strengthen us to try something we may have already tried or we fear might fail. That we will support new vision and trust that the Holy Spirit is moving within the community we pray. Response: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: Help us to recognize that when our nets are breaking from abundant response to your call, we are not called upon to do your work alone. Instead, we are called to ask others to aid us in the work we do in your name. That we will find ample opportunity to empower others in ministry, we pray.  Response: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: For our Christian communities, that the celebration of the Eucharist may commit us more and more to one another and give us the strength to work together to make our communities alive in Christ, we pray.  Response: Lord, hear our prayer.
Amen. 
Closing Prayer
Loving God, 


We sometimes feel discouraged and frustrated. We work hard at what we do, care for our boats, tend our nets, and prepare for storms when the seas get rough, yet sometimes it seems our labors are in vain. Grant that we may hear your voice and accept your direction and venture forth in obedience to your word. Guide us to the deep waters where the catch you have for us lies waiting, and strengthen our hands for the work it requires.
