NEW HORIZONS for JUSTICE & SERVICE
Vision Statement: That our Archdiocesan justice and service ministerial efforts related to youth and young adults reflects the call of Jesus, the urging of his Spirit, challenge of the prophets, and the living Tradition of the Church.
[The following are concrete programs or objectives intended to fulfill our vision. They are followed by mission statements which depict each program’s function and purpose. All programs will be developed to achieve their mission.]
CONTINUING PROGAMS

Micah 6:8
To train teams of young people and their adult leaders on the fundamentals of Catholic Social Teaching and the skills and language that enables young leaders to process service experiences with their peers.
Small Group notes 1/13/11:

At Micah there are both catechetical and formational opportunities. A combination of staff members who possess a strong knowledge in CTS and staff members who have an ability to reach youth could enhance the Micah experience. Furthermore it was agreed that having a priest on staff would be of great value, especially a priest who has lived a life of social justice. Fr. Dick Lawrence and Fr. Matt Buening were both mentioned. Fr. Dick was mentioned for his life experience of justice and peace work and Fr. Matt for his ability to reach out to young people. 

Youth Contact:

To launch “New Horizons” programming with an emphasis on training youth contacts and campus ministers on establishing stronger service learning curriculum and efforts within their settings, especially Confirmation. 
Small group notes 1/13/11:

Potential resources / partners:  

· Center for Ministry Development, Sr. Katherine Feely (Education for Justice), NCEA Secondary Schools Dept. (they have wonderful books), Kathy Mayer (Campus Minister at Spalding), 

· CRS & USCCB Justice Peace & Human Development Office developed a pre-conference on service learning.  

Key tools:  Pastoral Circle, CRS’ Pedagogy for Catholic Social Teaching / Solidarity

Key Ideas/Concept/Goals:  
· Change the notion requiring hours for sacraments (especially Confirmation) and graduation Confirmation hours … requires a paradigm shift in that discipleship is not about accruing hours, but living with a deep commitment to service of neighbor and fostering justice

· Conduct a survey of Campus ministers and youth ministers who are involved in service learning

· Integrate notion of “mission”, “sending forth”, and missiology

· Develop tools for reflection and social analysis

· Explore models of transformation as service (when done well) should lead to transformation

· Explore resources for cross-curriculum integration (i.e., service/justice is not isolated to the religion departments, campus ministry or youth ministry, but should we all encompassing, lifelong and whole community oriented.
· Provide models for moving service to more relational experiences of “being with” rather than “doing for”
JAW
To develop a program that addresses the message of justice and peace through the lens of social class, race and faith relationships…  This should be a nomadic experience which aids the process of conversion and helps young people live out the Gospel “duty of solidarity.”
 
Small group notes 1/13/11:

We have much work to do in determining a new schedule, new content, and the challenges of nomadic programming.  Wayne will have an initial conversation with Becky Clark who might be an asset in the behind-the-scenes challenges and should be encouraged to begin gathering team (along with Georgina and Ted) for planning.
NEW INITIAIVES

Middle School: 

To create one or multi-site programs on a common scheduled date that introduces middle school aged young people to Catholic Social Teaching through a common activity

Small group notes 1/13/11:

Scott and Wayne will begin gathering lead middle school players to discuss this possibility and begin planning.

CRS Young Adult Ambassadors

To collaborate with CRS in training, equipping, and empowering young adults to serve as advocates locally and beyond on a specific justice issue.

Small group notes 1/13/11:

No small group met as young adults were not present at the meeting. 

Service Learning Resources

· To create resources for schools, youth ministry, and confirmation programs that equip adult and youth leaders to assist young people in discerning meaning and personal implications from their service experiences. 

· To provide a tool-kit that empowers young people in eloquently describing their justice experiences and dreams.  

(Resources will be utilized through Micah 6:8, Youth Contact, and other programs.)
Small group notes 1/13/11:

· Provide introductory and descriptive resources on missiology, theology of service, comprehensive service learning models, etc.

· Resources should be developed and includes as templates or samples.  These should be supplemented with a broad and varied list of resources created elsewhere:  individuals and organizations, reading materials, websites, books, prayer books, movies, music, etc. 

· Consider developing the toolkit around the basic components of the Pastoral Circle:

· Experience:

· Agencies, institutions, movements, intentional communities, parish outreach programs, organizations committed to justice and outreach to vulnerable populations

· Highlight resources for specific populations:  e.g., African American, Hispanic/Latino Provider Network, Children, Women, Disabled, etc.

· Speakers, role models, leaders, museums, and other opportunities and experiences that foster learning

· Websites, educational tools, simulation exercises, and other resources from organizations, published resources, etc.

· Reflection Tools:

· Journals, sample questions, activities, models for reflection and sharing

· Websites, educational tools, simulation exercises, and other resources from organizations, published resources, etc.

· Social Analysis:

· Journals, sample questions, activities, models, simulations for social analysis

· CRS/USCCB’s Catholics Confront Global Poverty initiative, CCHD’s Poverty USA, CCUSA’s Poverty Campaign … and other links that foster an understanding of the realities and root causes to social issues

· Catholic Legislative Advocacy links, including the Maryland Catholic Conference

· Speakers, websites, and other resources from organizations, published resources, etc.

· Theological Reflection 

· Provide varied resources, websites, speakers and materials pertaining to 

· Prayer & Liturgy (traditional, scripted, meditation, contemporary prayer models, music, etc.)

· Scripture (identify passages, provide lexio divina process of breaking open scripture that speaks to justice)

· Tradition (social encyclicals, Catholic Social Teaching themes, bishops documents, faithful citizenship, etc.), 

· Cloud of Witnesses (saints, prophets, martyrs, witnesses of faith)

· Integration/Response:

· Reflection tools that foster discipleship, vocation, etc.

· Organizations, websites, exercises, and other resources that help foster response that leads young people to go deeper
Family Opportunities:

To pilot a service program where parents participate with their young people and are valued in their role as primary catechist/ evangelizer of their youth. 

Small group notes 1/13/11:

The group suggested a one-day event for families which would involve some service project or experience as well as reflection and discussion around the topics of service, Catholic Social Teaching, and connections to faith.  It would be important for the planning committee to include a couple teens and/or young adults, and a married couple who is committed to social justice.  The group thought there may be deacon from one of the parishes and his wife who could fill this role.  The day could include times for a single family unit to bond, discussions with 2 or 3 families together, and possibly a Sunday Liturgy.  

� Pope Paul VI, Encyclical Populorum Progressio, 281.





