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Priest leaves parish after allegations’

Former students say
they were abused
in early 1970s

By Jill Jasuta
Cathdlic Review staff

Father A. Joseph Maskell, pas-
tor of St Augustine's parish in
Elkridge, voluntarily left the par-
ish last weekend as allegations of
sexual abuse resurfaced.

Former Archbishop Keough

School students

them when he was chaplain and
counselor at the southwest Balti-
more Catholic school in the early
1970,

Father Maskell, who denies all
of the allegations, is now at a
residential treatment center be-
cause of “anxiety and stress”
over the prospect of civil litiga-
tion and a criminal investigation,
according to a statement from
the Archdiocese of Baltimore.

The statement was read to St.
Augustine parishioners during 2
meeting after Masses July 31.

Allegations against Father
Maskell, 55, first surfaced in 1662
when a woman claimed the
priest sexuslly abused her wifle
she was a student at
Keough High School. Father
Maskell was the chaplain there
1969-75.

The high school has since
merged with Seton High School.

The archdiocese investigated
that allegation, acco! to
archdiocesan spokesman
Blaul, but found no corrobora-
tion.

“Those first allegations could
not be corroborated after exten-
sive investigation,” he said. “We
were very thorough. We followed
lynollcies" and procedures precise-

Although he could not offer a
specific number, Mr. Blaul said
the archdiocese interviewed
“more than several” people at
the time of the initial allegations,
including teachers, students,

and a 5

Father Maskell spent five
months at a psychiatric hospital
in Connecticut until April 1993.
Mr. Blaul said the treatment
center’s conclusion™was ‘“no evi-
dmceotpathology."

about Father Joseph Maskell:

Maskell has sought residential

Archdiocesan statement on Father Maskell

The following is the Archdiocese of Baltimore’s statement

wnhlnmum”ok:,F“anmwma
with allegations that he had engaged in inappropriate sexual contact
with several former students of Archbishop Keough High
more than 20 years ago. Father Maskell denied the aflegations.
Father Maskell also denied sexual abuse allegations received by the
Archdiocese and presented to Father Maskell two
years ago. The earfier allegations also related to alleged events from .
more than 20 years ago. The Archdiocese investigated the earfier
allegations by interviewing former faculty members and certain -
former students who generally matched a description given by the -
alleged victim. The allegations were not corroborated.

Duetopmsumbmud\ttobolronFnhormﬂmubocmuof
the prospect of civil litigation and a criminal Investigation, Father

and stress. In Father Maskell’s absence, the Archbishop will q:polm
a temporary administrator for St. Augustlne Church.
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For :nw the Archdiocese of
Daitlmore i comtinuing conver-

sstone wila aftorneys
ing the aleged victims. ‘“We

" have been quite thorough in our

stiemipts to communicate with
the attorneys,” Mr. Blaul said.

He also said the archdiocese
“is not privy to all the informa-
tion available. We've asked the
attorneys representing the al-
leged victims

to share all infor-

mation. .. but many times we
ic:au't learn cs information until it
Ms. Wallace said she and the
other al representing the
alleged s have provided
the archdiocese ‘“‘with what
they've We've provid-
ed them with two witnesses.
We've for them the vast

portion t we have.”

Mr. Blaul said the archdiocese
is cooperating with a separate
criminal investigation being con-
ducted by the Baltimore states’
attorney’s office. No criminal
charges have been placed
against the

Meanwhile, Archbishop Wil-
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Archdiocese of Baltimore takes

tion regarding allegations of
sexual abuse ugardlng anybody
this archdiocese,

we enemrage the reporting d
allegations as quickly as possible
to the state’s attorney’s office for
criminal investigation and to the
archdiocese so we may take
appropriate personnel action.”

Mr. Blaul said the following
three archdiocesan officials will
field inquiries or concerns on the.
Father Maskell case: .

Monsignor Francis lulooly.
S47-546

*Sheila Kelly: 547-5425

Ron Valenti: 547-5384



