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a8 ths City Council “hearing on an open occupancy bill an,
13, 1966.

1 join with lesders of other religious faiths. of fabor, .

. of business, and of*civil rights groups in urging the support
of the Baltimore Ci Cou'n?:l!'ll fos: the proposed Fair Housing
- Ordinance now pelfding befors this Honorable Body.
«  On previous ocgasions since I have become Archhishop
.of Baltimore I have-expressed my concern shout the plight
.of the Negro community'in its search for decent housing.
‘Tt would be a matter of overwhelming regret to our entire
funity should explosive p inlities of the ghetto
prodiuce tragedies such as have torn” ssunder other major
American urban communities.
The dignity of the individual requires that no prohibitian
placed against any person with respect to his place of
itation simply b of his race, religion, or ancestry.
helmi ive moral arg which calls for
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“ statutory relief is one which cannot be postponed or crippled.

I have expressed my views 4o the Maryland Congressional
Delegation to the effect that a national statute is the most
desireble method of -approaching » solution to discrimination
in housing. Realizing, of course, that the sense of urgency
which exists in our large cities does not weigh as heavily upon
rurallegislators, 1 would be less than realistic to assume that
this ideal national goal is within immediate striking distance.

Jardinal’s St;at\ement" on Open Housing

}lerc is the statement made by Lawrence Cardinal Shehan

I.have also requested the Geners] Assembly of Mnrylufd.
to pass state-wide legislation prohihiting discriminstion in
housing, and I have given my support to such legislation as
House Bill 332, introduced in the last session of the General
Assembly, as well as its counterpart in the State Senate.

1 am aware that the Baltimore ‘metropolitan community
includes more than the geographicsl confines of Baltimore
City. T understand ‘full well that the political subdivsions
surrounding Baltimore City should act in a timely fashion 1o
adopt open occupany legislation such as that whigh is pend-
ing before you, but I cannot be unmindful of the fact that
the percentage of the Negro population in these surrounding
political subdivisions is so small as ta forestall prompt passage
of sucl legslation,

The legislative remedy must be applied in the areas where
the social si is most app This means, of course,
that Baltimore City tmust take the leadership in providing met-
ropolitan-wide open occupany legislation, If ‘each political
subdivision were to :await the action of the other. the mount-
ing tensions brought about by crowded conditions may pos-
sibly explode befors 2 common consensus is arrived a1 Ac-
cording, I call upon this Body to enact into law the Fair
Housing Ordinance before you. 1 am mindful of the pressures
under which you find yourselves. I know that there exists
within your Body a desire for statesman.like leadership.

I pledge you my support and the support of the Arch-
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diocese of Baltimore in assisti y and encquraging the passage
of similar legislation in the por;gkicnl subdivisions surrounding
aur beloved City. | am aware of ‘the arguments that are made
about the possibilities of a population which may desert our
C.lt_}‘. and I am equally aware of the inequity that may be
visited upon some of those developers who have.made their
commitment to build within Baltimors City and who may
find themselves placed at a great economic disadvantage in
the event that some of the dire predictions about urban flight
to the suburhs should come to pass,

. The heart of the race problem is a moral ixsue. Even '
the percentage of the Negro population in Baltimore City were
exmfmeiy small, rather than in excess of the one-third figure,
the justica of the proposa! befors you would be unaReeted.

he argument for justice, however, cnupled with the: practical
consideration of tensions, uneusiness, and potential massive
resort to lawbreaking, give added impetus to the eritical nature
of the proposal before you.

I pledge you that this fight for soctal justice will not be
placed upon your shouldersg alone, but that the teaching and
pastoral capacities of the Catholic Church will support you
in what 1 ask you to do. v

I call upon. then, to make this a matter of eivie and
social responsibility «o as to render to the minorities their
rights. and to assist Baltimore in the-growth which we mutual-
Iy desire to see. s
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ese editorials, from the Evening Sun_snd the News
grican, expressed isupport for open housing Jegislation also
boc 4'by Cardinal shenm

: 'l‘he Moral Ar‘lment ' "

ept for & d;.;play ot grossly bad manners on the part
8 persons present, the hearing last night on the proposed

helpful to ouuncﬁmen if only because of the impressive testi-

 mony offered them by the community's chisf spokesmen for

or religious faiths. These men spoke out of their own
deep| convictions but it is entirely plausible to suppose that in
80 they also reflected the attitude of a majority of the
mnq s of the churches they repressnt. That is to sy, it
very likely that in taking the position they did Cardinal
Bishop Doll, Bishop Lord, Rabbl Bhusterman and the

' Rev. John N. Peabody expressed the sentiment of a very

Bhe
Vet

ﬁhrgo segment of the publlc.

of them spoke, as it was fitting they should do, in
of the moral srgument supporting the open housing
.'As Bishop Doll said, the primary questions which
en and citizens must ask themssives are “Is it right?
it just?” Ang as Cardinal Shehan put it, “The dignity
individual es that no prohibition be placed against
sny |persoit with respect to his plsce of habitation because of
, religlon or sncestry.” No doubt they like many others
that aoceptanca of this argument made resort to legiala-

tiop unnecessary. But they recognize that civic and social

nsibliity cannot always wait on voluntary compliance,
The|Cardinal aaid clearly that he thinks “a national statute iy

most desirable” (in hll State of the Union message the Preai-
dant told the ocoun
that state-wide action holds the promise of being the next best
wayiof dealing with the mattsr, But, he added, the moral con-
lidcttunns wlifch call for rellef from unjust discrimination

ot be postponed or crippled.”” Therefore, he sald, Balti-
more “must take the leadership in providing metropolitanwide
opex? oocupancy legislation.”

:ry ressonable person realizes it is & difficult issue be-

must always be expected to ariss sbout the nature, effective-

ness and falrness 6f any particular legisiative proposal, Balti-
more’s opuncilmen wani and need guidance in resaching their
decison, The hearing Iast night provided it in sbundant

Evening Sun, Jan, 14, 1066
A . Falr Housing

{Like many memhers of the City Couneil, we ars shocked
ny booing which accompanied the appesrance before that
this week of Cardinal Bhehan,

| The Cardinal appesred at the open hearings in the War

jorial Building, dressed In the plain garb of & parish prieat,

d the full weight of his spiritual authority to the fair
mmur. which is now under oonsiderstion.

esa of one's views on this Mghly oontroverdu
sute, {t wolld seetn only common decency to give full and
-mlnd.ad Mtenuon to- the visws of the churchman,

. al Shehm stated the crux of the lssue in a fow)
ie?, well-chosen words when he spoke of the “overwhelming
susivs moral argument” in fayor of fair housing legisls-
-and went on o wam the City Council members against
aplodvu potentislities of the ghetto.”

housing, beuunuﬂalutnukm of the Council,
,-'ijuin( for it this time-—including not:only the full

rdinal's sopport, but slso the ocoursgeous
tot cuy oll Mdcnt Thomus J. D'Alesandro 3d.

hom t.hn ﬂm wln prevail over the foroes of

News Aslecioan, Jan. 15, 1088

hs would ask for such legislation) and

By NCWC News Rervioe

The Baltimore City fair
housing bill backed by Law-
rence Cardinal 8hehan was
defeated this week by the City
Council In & 13-8 vote,

Capdinal Sheban was the
first gpesker at a meeting of
the Baitimore City Counecil,

The Cardinal teatifled to
jeers and catcalls from a
bolsterous minority segment
of the audience,

More than 2,600 persons at-
tended the hearing, held in the
War Memorial Bullding, to
consider the provisions of a
bill introduced by Thomas J,
D'Alesandro III, president of
the City Couneil.

Mr. D'Alesandro’s bill was
designed to forbid discrim-
ination in the sale or rental
of hogsing in Baltimore,

James W, Rouse, chairman
of the Greater Baltimore
Committee and “flopr leader”
for the bill's proponents, in-
troduced Cardinal Bhehan.

About half the sudience
rose and clapped as the 67-
year-old prelate walked to the
microphone. Others booed un-
til the chairman silenoed
them,

CARDINAL BBEHAN sald
there ipan | L “oyerwhelming,
pbfsussive 'moral- argument”
in support of fair housing leg-
islation. He warned his audi-
erice against “the: explosive
pownualmu of the ghetto.”

He asked the City Counail
to give leadership ta tha coun-
tles by passing fair housing
legislation first. “The legis-
Iative remedy,” he said, “must

" bs applied in the ateas where

the social slckness is most ap-
pavent.”

Cardinal Shehan pledged
his personal support and that
of the Archdiocese of Balti-
more in achieving passage of
simifar laws elsewhere
throughout the state, .

The Cardinal was escorted
from the hall by police as
the audience onoe axain di-
vided between jeers and
cohe¢rs,

Other proponents of the
bill included the Rt. Rev.
John Wesley Lord, Bishop of
the : Baltimore Conference of
the . Methodist Church, the
Rt. Rev. Harry Lee Doll, Bish-
op of the Episcopal Church in
Maryland, Rabbi Abraham
Shusterman of the: Baltimore
Board of Rabbis, Frank Kauf-
man, president of the Bali-
more Jewish Councll, and the
Very Rev. John N, Peabody,
presidént of the Maryland
Cuounof! of Churches,

A speaker among the op-
ponents of the bill was s
clerlc. The Rev., Robert T.

. Woodworth, who described

himself as s “humbls parish:

pastor,” spoke out against the
partlolpation of his fellow

clerios In what he termed “a

atriotly political matter.”

Reverend Woodworth said
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Backed by Press Fair Housing Defeated

the only moml issue involved
was that of * individuul pProp-
erty." He suggested the clergy-
men might ‘occupy themselves
more constructively with such
problems as the “tvranny of
excessive taxation,” “ban-the-
Bible in schools,” “filth in the
mass medla,” and the "pro-

téetion of communist.s hora at:

home."
The Cardinal dl’scounted a
“telephone threat on his life

made before he appeared at’

the hearing.
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INSURED SAVINGS

multiply faster with Liberal
Dlvidends compounded semi-~
annually,

'HOME MORTGAGES

tailored to suit your budget.

Call and opan your Savings
Account or to discuss your
home financing problems.

Savings recetved bejors the .
10th of the month earn divi-
dends from the first of that
month. )

Hours To Suit Everyox;m
Mon, thru Fri.0am. -2 pm.
Wed., Evening.7pam, « 9 pm,
Friday ...... Sam,to 8 p.m,

Brehm

BUNDING
ASSOCIATION

ORleans 5-1167
Belair Road st Erdman

Assets over $18,000,000.00
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REVIEWPOINT

timmore Catholic Review, January 21, 1966

L

;‘E‘veniuy Sun and News American .
Editorials are Repripled
Today on Page 3

There's a feeling of sadness, mixed with a
feeling of shame, over the failure of the City
Council to put Baltimore on the side of hu-
man justice. All forms of racial discrimina-
tion are lass than moral, and to an increasing
degree courts and Congress are making them
less than legal. '

The City Council has turned away from the
morality of the issue and it has falled to
establish legal protection against the viola-
tion of human rights. Given a choice between

_ unrestricted property use and human dignity,

the Council has aligned itself with property.
This materialistic approach is as disturbing,

— - -
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The Vote on Open Housing

in some ways, as is the denial of human jus-
tice on a broad scale.

Thoughtful citizens are disturbed, too; by
the rushing maneuver that caused open hous-
ing to be defeated without full discussion.
Citizens are disturbed by the failure of soms
of the C‘oun%ilmen who voted against the
measure to eXplain thelr reasons. The atmo-
sphere of eyni““f sm that has enveloped City

Hall might have been dissipated by candor.

The casting of a vote, particularly when a
grave moral question is at issue, is & matter
for the conscience of each member of the
City Council. But once he has satisfied his
conscience he has a further duty, as a public
servant, to give his reasons for resisting the
forward movement of charity and human
dignity.
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