Was Michele Bachmann threatened
by an ex-nun?

Here’s a story for the ‘strange but true’ file. Rep. Michele Bachmann once claimed
that an ex-nun was involved in holding Bachmann against her will. From The Daily
Beast:

In April 2005, Pamela Arnold wanted to talk to her state senator, Michele
Bachmann, who was then running for Congress. A 46-year-old who worked at the
Minneapolis College of Art and Design, Arnold lived with her partner, the famed
Arctic explorer Ann Bancroft, on a farm in Scandia, Minnesota. Bachmann was
then leading the fight against gay marriage in the state. She’d recently been in the
news for hiding in the bushes to observe a gay rights rally at the Capitol. So when
members of the Scandia gay community decided to attend one of Bachmann’s
constituent forums, Arnold, wanting to make herself visible to her representative,
joined them.
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A few dozen people showed up at the town hall for the April 9 event, and
Bachmann greeted them warmly. But when, during the question and answer
session, the topic turned to gay marriage, Bachmann ended the meeting 20
minutes early and rushed to the bathroom. Hoping to speak to her, Arnold and
another middle-aged woman, a former nun, followed her. As Bachmann washed
her hands and Arnold looked on, the ex-nun tried to talk to her about theology.
Suddenly, after less than a minute, Bachmann let out a shriek. “Help!” she
screamed. “Help! I'm being held against my will!”



Arnold, who is just over 5 feet tall, was stunned, and hurried to open the door.
Bachmann bolted out and fled, crying, to an SUV outside. Then she called the
police, saying, according to the police report, that she was “absolutely terrified
and has never been that terrorized before as she had no idea what those two
women were going to do to her.” The Washington County attorney, however,
declined to press charges, writing in a memo, “It seems clear from the statements

given by both women that they simply wanted to discuss certain issues further
with Ms. Bachmann.”

The rest of the story touches on Bachmann’s evangelical roots. Check it out here.
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