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Nicholas Schiavone, Nicholas DiLeonardi and Nicholas Schleicher - all seniors at
Our Lady of Mount Carmel School - share the same first name, but attempts to find
a common influence were unsuccessful.

“I was either Nick or Nicole, if [ was a girl,” Schleicher said.

“I was Nick or Ashley,” Schiavone shrugged.

“I was always Nick,” DiLeonardi said. “They knew I was a boy from the beginning.”
“The three Nicks” - a moniker that elicits polite if somewhat weary smiles - are
among 60 high school seniors in the Archdiocese of Baltimore that have been named

Distinctive Scholars. All will be honored at the 23™ annual Distinctive Scholars
Convocation, April 14, 7 p.m., at Maryvale Preparatory School in Lutherville.

The three Nicks all play golf, are rock-solid students and leaders among their peers.
Biographies provided by the archdiocese note some of their more distinguishing
characteristics

Schiavone is described as “honest,” not for a definitive, I-chopped-down-that-cherry-
tree moment, but for his standard operating procedure.

“If something arises where people are having trouble getting answers,” explained
Schiavone, who tutors middle- and high-school students in math and language arts,
“I’ll help them arrive at the answers, but [ won’t give them away.”

His 4.26 QPA (similar to a GPA, but weighted for honors courses) puts him at the top
of his class. He plans to study computer science at Towson University or Stevenson
University and wants to work in cyber security, for the Department of Defense.

In addition to his 4.2 QPA, 14 college credits already earned, and three seasons of
athletic pursuits, Schleicher’s bio notes that through it all he has held down a part-
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time job, bussing tables at a Middle River restaurant.

“I hate being a burden and asking my parents for money,” he explained.

Apparently not busy enough, Schleicher joined the wrestling team as a senior.

“A couple of my friends were talking about how they needed wrestlers,” he said. “I
figured I would do something for the winter and help them out.”

Described as “affable and pleasant,” Schleicher is either immune to stress or hides it
well.

“I just kind of accept things how they are,” he said. “I don’t complain.”

Neither does DiLeonardi, who has, according to his bio, “a smile that would rival
that of his legendary red-suited namesake (Santa Claus).”

DiLeonardi, an academic team member and Ethics Bowl veteran, will pursue a civil
engineering degree at Penn State University. He wants to design wind farms and
hydroelectric dams, and, though his peers elected him a student representative, will
avoid politics.

“I care about the environment,” he said.

DiLeonardi attributes his success to a strict routine.

Morning is getting ready, after school is sports, late afternoon is homework, and the
evening is “to relax and finish the day.”

“I've been that way since the start of high school,” he said.

2015 Distinctive Scholars

Archbishop Curley High School: Matthew Boulden; Patrick Flynn; Angelo
Gepilano

Archbishop Spalding High School, Severn: Jane Donnelly, Stefanie Salinger,
Russell Sikon

Bishop Walsh School, Cumberland: Jean Smith, Abigail Workmeister, Daniel
Wolodkin

Calvert Hall College High School, Towson: Timothy Blount, Michael Healy,
Christopher Iler

The Catholic High School of Baltimore: Hannah Lindsay, Sarah Nakasone,
Jessica Schultz

Cristo Rey Jesuit High School: Gregory Jones, Taylor Luallen, Aaron Vanya
Institute of Notre Dame: Stephanie Colon, Rebecca DiPietro, Carly Troiani

The John Carroll School, Bel Air: Kathryn Deaver, Grace Lee, Rawlinson Zhang
Loyola Blakefield, Towson: Jacob Morrison, Lorenzo Raras; Hans Taggarese



Maryvale Preparatory School, Lutherville: Morgan Ferrans, Julia Noel, Victoria
Sill

Mercy High School: Maura Ford, Amanda Green, Bridget Maher

Mount de Sales Academy, Catonsville: Clara Jeske, Alaina Keller, Madeline Nilan
Mount St. Joseph High School: Samuel Cook; Connor Ganley, Conor Habiger
Notre Dame Preparatory, Towson: Helen “Nellie” Hines; Rebecca Hsu; Mary
Elizabeth Loscocco

Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Essex: Nicholas DiLeonardi, Nicholas Schiavone,
Nicholas Schleicher

St. Frances Academy: Brionna Carter, Nick Jackson, Niyonah Washington

St. John’s Catholic Prep, Frederick: Shannon Bernier, Makenzie Donaldson,
Devin Middeke

St. Maria Goretti, Hagerstown: Katerina D’Addato, Wade Gorman, Mary Kate
Levangie

St. Mary’s High School, Annapolis: Catherine Mann, Patrick Pryal, Cecily Zecca-
Naples

The Seton Keough High School: Katherine Audino, Melody Connell, Noelle Rowe
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