Vatican releases online
questionnaire for youth

To involve young people in preparations for the Synod of Bishops on youth in 2018,
the Vatican has released an online questionnaire to better understand the lives,
attitudes and concerns of 16- to 29-year-olds around the world.

The questionnaire — available in English, Spanish, French and Italian — can be
found on the synod’s official site and is open to any young person, regardless of
faith or religious belief.

The general secretariat of the synod launched the website June 14 to share
information about the October 2018 synod on “Young people, faith and vocational
discernment” and to link to an online, anonymous survey asking young people about
their lives and expectations.

The answers to the questionnaire, along with contributions from bishops, bishops’
conferences and other church bodies, “will provide the basis for the drafting of the
‘instrumentum laboris,'” or working document for the assembly, synod officials said
in January.

Young people from all backgrounds are encouraged to take part in the questionnaire
because every young person has “the right to be accompanied without exclusion,”
synod officials had said.

The list of 53 mostly multiple-choice questions is divided into seven sections: general
personal information; attitudes and opinions about oneself and the world; influences
and relationships; life choices; religion, faith and the church; internet use; and two
final, open-ended questions. The write-in questions are an invitation to describe a
positive example of how the Catholic Church can “accompany young people in their
choices, which give value and fulfillment in life” and to say something about oneself
that hasn’t been asked in the questionnaire.

Other questions ask about living arrangements; self-image; best age to leave home
and have a family; opinions about education and work; measures of success; sources
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of positive influence; level of confidence in public and private institutions; and
political or social activism.

The section on faith looks at the importance of religion in one’s life and asks, “Who
Jesus is for you?” That question provides 16 choices to choose from, including “the
savior,” “an adversary to be fought,” “an invention” and “someone who loves me.” It
also asks which topics — promoting peace, defending human life, evangelization,
defending truth, the environment — are the most urgent for the church to address.
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The Vatican’s preparation for a synod generally includes developing a questionnaire
and soliciting input from bishops’ conferences, dioceses and religious orders. This is
the first time the Vatican’s synod organizing body put a questionnaire online and
sought direct input from the public.

A synod’s preparatory phase seeks to consult of “the entire people of God” to better
understand young people’s different situations as synod officials draft the working
document. The synod on youth will be looking for ways the church can best and most
effectively evangelize young people and help them make life choices corresponding
to God’s plan and the good of the person.
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