
Supreme Court justices attend Red
Mass in Washington
WASHINGTON – Human beings are not fully alive until  they live for something
greater than themselves, said Seattle Archbishop J. Peter Sartain at the 58th annual
Red Mass celebrated at the Cathedral of St. Matthew the Apostle in Washington Oct.
2.

“It is God who created us who makes us complete, and it is a life lived in humble
union with the servant-Savior that literally does the most good,” the prelate said at
the liturgy traditionally celebrated in the nation’s capital the day before the opening
of the U.S. Supreme Court’s new term.

“It is love which makes the using of one’s gifts perfect,” Archbishop Sartain said. “It
is love which manifests the presence of God in our personal and public lives.”

He urged the 1,400 people at the Mass – many of them public servants – to live life
for  others.  “A sound soul  in  a sound body makes for  a  balanced life,  a  life  of
integrity. And such sound, healthy living in lives that are given to public service lift
up and transform society,” he added.

Although  the  faithful  can  “barely  grasp”  the  depth  of  God’s  humility  and  the
greatness of God’s love, holiness is a life committed to discipleship – that which sets
the standard for service, Archbishop Sartain noted. “We who are here this day know
that it is from God that we come and toward God we are headed,” the archbishop
said. “The vineyard is his, we are his, and the people we serve are his.”

The archbishop delivered his homily to members of the Supreme Court, President
Barack Obama’s Cabinet and Congress. This year’s attendees included: Chief Justice
of  the  United  States  John  Roberts;  Associate  Justices  Antonin  Scalia,  Clarence
Thomas, Stephen Breyer, Anthony Kennedy and Samuel Alito; and Defense Secretary
Leon Panetta, Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood and White House Chief of Staff
Bill Daley.

Many members of the law profession also attended, including deans of local law
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schools, professors and law students. Additionally John Garvey, president of The
Catholic University of America, was present at the Red Mass, so named because of
the red vestments worn by the celebrants. The color red represents the tongues of
fire often used to symbolize the Holy Spirit.

Washington Cardinal Donald W. Wuerl was the principal celebrant. Concelebrants
included Monsignor Jean-Francois Lantheaume, charge d’affaires at the apostolic
nunciature  in  Washington;  Arlington  Bishop  Paul  S.  Loverde  of  Arlington,  Va.;
Cardinal William W. Baum, retired archbishop of Washington; Washington Auxiliary
Bishops  Francisco  Gonzalez  and  Martin  D.  Holley;  and  several  priests  of  the
archdiocese.

“We’re a nation that holds out enormous promise, and my prayer is we live up to
that promise,” Cardinal Wuerl later said.

America has thrived because of the country’s laws and the citizens’ respect of such
laws, he noted.

“We gather each year at the start of the judicial season to thank God for the blessing
that we express as free people,” Cardinal Wuerl added. He said those blessings and
prayers extend to members of the Supreme Court through to all individuals who
work administering justice.

The cardinal said his prayer each year is the same – “that all of us are open to the
promptings of the Holy Spirit so we can live up to the very best we are called to be.”

Those at the Mass, which is sponsored by the John Carroll Society, were also asked
to remember retired Archbishop Philip M. Hannan of New Orleans, who died Sept.
29 at age 98. A native of Washington and a former Washington auxiliary bishop,
Archbishop Hannan was the first chaplain of the John Carroll Society.

For the past quarter century Monsignor Peter Vaghi, pastor of the Church of the
Little Flower in Bethesda, has served as the society’s chaplain. At a brunch following
the Mass and attended by 600 people, Monsignor Vaghi urged members of the John
Carroll society to witness to Jesus. He asked members “with renewed vigor then to
share the Gospel, strengthen each other in faith and to expand our membership with



great joy and conviction as we know God will take us by the hand and show us the
way.”

Named for the first Catholic bishop in the United States, the John Carroll Society
this year marked 60 years of serving the archbishop of Washington. Members are
professional  men  and  women  who  gather  to  learn  about  the  faith,  enhance
fellowship and promote religious and charitable activities in the community.


