Sister Mary Raphael Collazo,
Daughter of Charity, served five
decades in Bolivia

A funeral Mass was offered Oct. 25 for Sister Mary Raphael Collazo at the Villa St.
Michael Chapel in Emmitsburg. Sister Mary Raphael, who gave 66 years as a
Daughter of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul, died Oct. 21 at age 87.

Born and raised in Mayaguez, Puerto Rico, Sister Mary Raphael earned her
bachelor’s degree in biology from St. Joseph College in Emmitsburg in 1952, the
same year she entered the Daughters of Charity.

She served as a teacher and a laboratory technician in Washington, D.C., then as a
foreign missionary in Bolivia, in a variety of roles, including three stints as local
community superior, from 1955 to 2004. She entered the ministry of prayer at Villa
St. Michael in 2005, where she served until the time of her death.
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