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WASHINGTON – Amid an outcry from members of the GOP demanding answers to
questions  raised  by  a  video  of  a  Planned  Parenthood  physician  talking  about
preserving fetal organs and tissue for researchers for a fee, a second video emerged
July 21 of a different physician from the organization talking about the same topic.

Lawmakers and pro-life leaders said the videos document the organization’s illicit
activities in selling organs and tissue procured in abortions.

Both videos were filmed undercover and produced by the nonprofit, nonpartisan
Center for Medical Progress.

The new video shows a conversation between Dr. Mary Gatter, president of the
Medical Directors Council of Planned Parenthood, along with two of the California
center’s workers posing as executives of a firm engaged in the collection and selling
of fetal organs to researchers.

Cecile  Richards,  president  of  the  Planned  Parenthood  Federation  of  America,
released an official video response saying that “allegations that Planned Parenthood
profits in any way from tissue donation is not true.”

The eight-minute video, however, shows Gatter haggling over prices for an “intact
specimen”  and  eventually  settling  on  $100  per  specimen,  unless  others  in  the
business, she said, are receiving higher compensation.

“If it’s in the ballpark, then that’s fine, if it’s low we can bump it up,” she said. “It
has to be big enough that it’s worthwhile to me,” she added, laughing about wanting
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a Lamborghini.

“Women who have been exploited by Planned Parenthood and who now see this
video are unlikely to be laughing with her,” said Carol Tobias, president of National
Right to Life.

The sale or purchase of human fetal tissue is a felony punishable by up to 10 years in
prison or a fine of up to $500,000, according to a provision in the Public Health
Service Act.

Gatter began discussing procedures that would allow for intact tissue, which she
admitted might be “a little bit of a problem … but not too big of a problem.”

“Our usual technique is suction at 10-12 weeks, and we stick to using an IPAS
(manual vacuum aspirator) or something with less suction, or to increase the odds
that it will come out as an intact specimen, then we’re kind of violating protocol that
says to the patient, ‘We are not doing anything different in our care to you.’ To me
that’s kind of a specious little argument and I wouldn’t object to asking Ian, who is
our surgeon, who does the cases, to use an IPAS.”

When asked how she felt about violating a signed contract with a patient, who is told
a certain procedure would be used and then unknown to her the procedure is
changed, Gatter replied, “They are both totally appropriate techniques, there is no
difference in pain involved, and I don’t think the patients would care one iota.”

In the first video, released July 14, Dr. Deborah Nucatola, senior director of Planned
Parenthood Federation of America’s Medical Services, casually discusses ways the
abortion procedure can be carried out to best preserve body parts requested for use
in research.

Troy Newman, president of Operation Rescue, who assisted in the production of the
second  video,  told  LifeNews.com that  “these  represent  some serious  legal  and
ethical breeches for which Planned Parenthood must be held accountable.”

On the day the Gatter video was released, however, the organization said it could
not confirm its authenticity, because of heavy editing, the producer’s pro-life agenda
and the fact the original footage had not been made available.



According to David Daleiden, who was the project leader, the full video has been
posted online at www.centerformedicalprogress.org and is more than an hour in
length. He said anyone can watch it and judge for themselves if only the highlights
were chosen.

GOP  political  leaders  at  the  federal  and  state  levels  have  launched  official
investigations into the actions of Planned Parenthood, calling for its defunding. So
far in 2015, the organization has received $46 million in federal funds; since 2012, it
has received $207 million from the federal government.

“Last  week,  I  called on Congress  to  investigate  these gruesome practices.  The
Energy  and  Commerce  and  (the)  Judiciary  committees  have  begun  immediate
investigations and I look forward to their prompt and thorough action,” said House
Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio.

“This  new video  is  as  sickening,  disturbing  and  callous  as  the  last  video,”  he
continued. “It’s now clear that Planned Parenthood allows this horrifying conduct to
happen throughout its organization.”

Father Frank Pavone, national director of Priests for Life, praised Boehner for his
swift response and expressed solidarity with his actions.

“Priests for Life will be working closely with our friends on the Hill to advance
measures to defund Planned Parenthood,” he said.

On July  22,  Rep.  Diane Black,  R-Tennessee,  and 80 co-sponsors introduced the
Defund Planned Parenthood Act of 2015, or H.R. 3134, which would immediately
halt all sources of Federal funding to Planned Parenthood and its affiliates for a one-
year period.

Boehner also called on President Barack Obama to speak out immediately and order
Planned Parenthood to stop such practices.

At a White House news briefing July 20, reporters asked if the Obama administration
would reconsider federal funding for Planned Parenthood, but press secretary Josh
Earnest said, “No.”
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According to 2013 data, the latest available, Planned Parenthood says abortions
represent 3 percent of the total services its facilities provide.

Millions of women across the country rely on Planned Parenthood for contraceptive
care,  many who otherwise couldn’t  afford it.  Planned Parenthood also  provides
limited testing for sexually transmitted diseases and cervical cancer screenings.

U.S. Reps. Sean Duffy, R-Wisconsin, and Ann Wagner, R-Missouri, and 125 of their
colleagues in a letter to the chairs of the House committees leading investigations,
thanked them for their swift action.

“We  greatly  appreciate  your  announcement  that  you  will  be  launching  an
investigation  and  urge  you  to  act  swiftly  to  examine  current  federal  laws  and
regulations in your committee’s jurisdiction, potential violations of current law, and
identify areas where the law may be insufficient,” the letter read in part.

Wagner took to the House floor to express her “continued outrage at now two
abhorrent videos that have been released in the last week.”

“Mr. Speaker, it is clear to me that there is a prevailing attitude inside Planned
Parenthood that  is  so  disgusting,  so  horrifying and so disturbing it  warrants  a
congressional  investigation  and action,”  she  said.  “We have  a  duty,  as  elected
representatives to the United States, to stand up for the most vulnerable among us,
to lend a voice to the voiceless and stand up for injustice.”

Added Wagner, “I will continue to fight for the day when abortion and the atrocities
associated with it are not only illegal, but unthinkable.”

Tobias said it is time to say “enough is enough” and said all activists and public
officials need to make it a priority to end the public funding of the abortion industry.

Also see:

Abortion’s ‘Zong Massacre’
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Georgie’s Story: Choosing life when the prognosis is death
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