
Monsignor  Baumgartner,  former
pastor who ‘epitomized’ a Vatican II
priest, dies at 88
Monsignor  A.  Thomas  Baumgartner,  a  former  pastor  of  three  Baltimore-area
parishes who was known for his commitment to the priesthood and his enthusiastic
embrace of the reforms of the Second Vatican Council, died March 4 at age 88.

“He epitomized a Vatican II priest,” said Father Keith W. Boisvert, pastor of St.
Katharine  Drexel  in  Frederick,  who  will  be  the  homilist  for  Monsignor
Baumgartner’s  funeral  Mass  March  9.

Calling his friend a “gentleman,” Father Boisvert said Monsignor Baumgartner was
kind,  compassionate  and  a  good  listener.  He  recognized  the  importance  of
integrating  social  justice  into  his  parish,  Father  Boisvert  said.

The two met while Monsignor Baumgartner was serving as pastor at St. Pius X in
Rodgers Forge. It was Father Boisvert’s first assignment after his ordination, and
they served together from 1979 to 1984.

Father  Boisvert  said Monsignor Baumgartner  loved the liturgy,  and wanted his
congregants  to  do  the  same.  As  a  result,  Father  Boisvert  said,  he  “strove  for
excellence” in preaching.

A St. Louis native, Monsignor Baumgartner first attended parish school at Blessed
Sacrament in his hometown, and then at All Saints (what is now New All Saints) in
Liberty Heights. The eldest of three children, he attended Mount St. Joseph High
School in Irvington, and was a 1952 graduate of what is now Loyola University
Maryland in Baltimore.

According to a 2007 story in the Catholic Review, Monsignor Baumgartner didn’t
feel a calling toward the priestly life until he read the back of a missal written
by Father Joseph F. Stedman.
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“It said, ‘Don’t pray at Mass. Pray the Mass,’” Monsignor Baumgartner told the
Review. “That stuck with me. It really started to click.”

He attended St. Philip Neri School for Delayed Vocations in Boston and then St.
Mary’s College on Paca Street in Baltimore and St. Mary’s Seminary in Roland Park.
He was ordained May 24, 1958, by Archbishop Francis Keough.

In an interview with the Catholic Review, Monsignor Baumgartner said one moment
of his first Mass was particularly humorous. He was set to lead a prayer when he
nervously uttered the words, “In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy
Spirit.”

Then came a not-so-subtle reminder from a priest who was concelebrating the Mass
at the time, the Catholic Review reported. Monsignor Baumgartner recalled the
priest poking him with his elbow and saying, “Latin!”

Monsignor Baumgartner jokingly recalled that his use of English at the Mass was
ahead of the curve, as the changes implemented through the Second Vatican Council
were still four years away.

Monsignor  Baumgartner’s  first  assignment  was  at  the  former  St.  Bernard  in
Baltimore,  where  he  served  as  associate  pastor,  1958-65;  and  temporary
administrator,  1965-67.

He then served at Church of the Blessed Sacrament in Baltimore for eight years, as
associate pastor, 1967-71; temporary administrator for two months in 1971; and
pastor, 1971-75.

He was appointed pastor of St. Pius X in 1975, and remained in that position until
his appointment to St. Ursula in 1988. He served at St. Ursula until his retirement in
2006.

In a 2006 article in the Catholic Review, Monsignor Baumgartner reflected on his 18
years as pastor of St. Ursula.

“I have always wanted to do parish work from the very beginning,” he said. “I’ve
been very, very happy and satisfied, and the work has been wonderful.”



According  to  the  Review  article,  and  another  from  a  year  later,  Monsignor
Baumgartner  helped implement  the  St.  Vincent  de  Paul  Society,  led  a  thriving
scouting  program and  oversaw  the  church’s  1994  renovations,  which  included
refitting stained-glass windows, upgrading air conditioning and roofing.

Monsignor Baumgartner served as director of the Cana Conferences, 1965-67; as
assistant to the coordinator of the Northeast Area Urban Commission beginning in
1968; was elected vice-chair of the Priest Personnel Board beginning in 1971; and
was appointed Parochial Consultor in 1988. He was named a Chaplain of the Holy
Father,  St.  John  Paul  II,  in  1990  and  was  Chairman  of  the  Baltimore  Clergy
Brotherhood.

Monsignor Baumgartner also served as an adviser to Morgan State University’s
Newman Club at Morgan State University and was active in the Irish-American
community as a longtime chaplain of the Emerald Isle Club.

He was a member of the board of the Cathedral Foundation, which oversaw the
Catholic Review, for more than 20 years.

“He was a  great  friend of  the Catholic  Review,”  said  Daniel  Medinger,  former
associate publisher and editor. “He had a reputation for being a good sounding
board for priests. … He was a very astute counselor.”

Medinger said Monsignor Baumgartner “embraced the mission of the paper.” During
a tough period, Monsignor Baumgartner offered Medinger a piece of advice that has
stayed with him through the years: “A person never knows how close they are to
being successful.”

“I thought that was always something to remember,” Medinger said. “His advice,
probably always, was a good guiding star for what to do.”

Monsignor William F. Burke, who was one year behind Monsignor Baumgartner in
seminary and who served with him on the Cathedral Foundation board, recalled his
friend as a talented athlete and ice skater.

“He was a very pleasant, yet hard-working priest,” Monsignor Burke said. “He loved
the priesthood, he loved his work.”



A funeral Mass will be offered March 9 at 10:30 a.m. at St. Ursula in Parkville.
Visiting hours will be held at the same location March 8, 3-5 p.m. and 7-9 p.m., and
March 9, 9:30-10:30 a.m., before the funeral Mass.

 


