March for Marriage

Good and Gracious God,

from whom every family in heaven and on earth takes its name,

we come before you today with hearts full of gratitude.

For you have created us in your image, male and female you have created us,
endowed us with reason and free will, and openness to friendship with you.
We give you thanks, Lord our God,

for you have endowed each person with a dignity

that goes beyond the things and the events of this world,

for you have loved each one of us with an everlasting love.

And in that love you have given yourself to humanity,

you have poured out your life and love upon us

in ways that the Scriptures call a marriage -

your covenant with the people of Israel,

your spousal love for your Church,

your goodness in espousing yourself to any soul open to your promptings.

We give you thanks, O Lord, for enabling us to share in your spousal love,
for at the dawn of creation, in creating the human person male and female,
you instructed them to fill the earth and subdue it.

And so through the ages there arose the institution of marriage

as part of your plan for the human family.

Through marriage, Lord, husbands and wives, one man and one woman,
are called to express a unique love that mirrors and shares in

your spousal love for the human family

and in that love, Lord, you ordain that children should be conceived and brought to
maturity

in families and homes that are secure, peaceful, loving, and virtuous.

We praise you, Lord, for you have taught us that such homes are

the foundation of a civilization of truth and love

Look with love upon us all gathered for this March for Marriage,
from various faiths, from all walks of life, and from many parts of our nation.


https://www.archbalt.org/march-for-marriage/

Make us witnesses to your divine and loving plan for the human family;

make us witnesses to the truth about the marriage and the family known to us by
reason.

Implant in our hearts a loving concern for our government and our society

so that it may turn away from arbitrarily redefining marriage

as between one man and one woman and ordered toward bringing children into the
world.

May we be spared court decisions and laws so detrimental

to our society and our citizens, now and for generations to come.

Protect as well, Lord, your gift of religious freedom

so that conscientious individuals and churches may bear witness to your love
without legal constraint and without opprobrium.

Guide our nation and our leaders in the ways of your truth and love, Lord,

and keep in their hearts the good of young people and children

who deserve to be raised in stable homes with a mother and a father.

Teach us to love and respect one another, to dialogue in truth and love,

to respect and honor the legitimate rights of all people, even when there is
disagreement.

Bless us as march today, Lord,

and guide us along the way to be your witnesses

before the nation and the world.

We make this prayer in Thy Holy Name. Amen.



