Actor needs to be aware of situation
with Palestinians

The Judith Sudilovsky interview of Jon Voight (CR, June 5) was surprising. Mr.
Voight has demonstrated his commitment to helping people yet seems unaware of
what has been happening to the Palestinians. That he visited Sderot and met with
Israeli “terrorism victims and their families” mirrors the kind of guided tours given
to our congressional representatives. Describing the death of a Palestinian mother
killed by Israelis, there have actually been hundreds of Palestinian civilians killed, as
the fault of the Palestinians is a worn and tawdry narrative used by Israeli hawks. He
goes on to describe the Israelis, with the most powerful army in the Middle East, as
besieged on all sides, and in candor, you must ask the question, did he think Ms.
Sudilovsky was from the Catholic News Service or the Jerusalem Post? Does he
understand that, yes, there is violence on both sides and the Kkilling of innocents, but
does he understand that the Israelis are far better at it than the Palestinians? Does
Mr. Voight, who has had a bird’s-eye view of the world have any idea what it is like
in Gaza? Is he even a little bit curious of why former President Carter, a Nobel Prize
winner for peace, refers to the Palestinian condition as apartheid? Surely he must.
Given his views expressed in the interview, one hopes he hasn’t.
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