Amngulal jo of min-
istrv as bishop is the
opportaily o celebrace
the Sacrament of Conli-
matican. Here the bishop
is the immediate instru-
ment God uses o pour
oul His Spint vpon His
paople as He did with tongues of fire on the
chisciples at Pentecost. In the sacrament, God
offers the gifl of the Spinl to strengthen His
paople for their service as disciples,

The recipients of Confirmatien in our Lat-
in Choech are usually in their mid-teens,
though adults who were bapiized Catholic as
infants and who had oot been confirmed as
teens are most welcome and strong 1y Sncolr-
aged, after some inwmediate prepaation, Lo
receive the sacrarment al any age.
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‘onfirmation: A Sacrament of Initiation

Adult comverts to the Cathohc Church nsu-
ally participate in an extended Rite of Chris-
tina [nitiation for Adults, an invaluably rich
faith experience happily restorad by tha Sec-
ond Vatiesn Councl. At (he Easler Vil
Muass catechumens are baptized, confirmed
and receive First Copummnion, Tully incorpo-
rating them inte the Body of Chirnst. Becanse
the Encharist 15 the “sonrce and summit of
the Christian life” some see this as the ide-
al ouder of e saermnents of tobaton and 2
mamber of dioeeses requine youngsers (o be
confinmed before their First Communion in
the early vears of grammar schoal.

Teenagers are expected toattend a vearkong
catechesis on the Saciament of Confirma-
ticel aned its role in preparing them o live an
active, ongoing adult Cathalic life, W hile too
often the reception of Confirmeation 1= seen

as the wrnunation of formal seligious edu-
cation, today's pastors and religions educa-
tars are doing everything possible w0 remind
young candidates that throtigh thesr anoint-
mienl wilh ssered chirsm, confirmed Catlwo-
lics receive a more inlimate share in the life
of Christ begun at Baptism and that new life
of the Spairil musd be ourtuned.

Te this end, our post-Conficmation pro-
grams are designed o stress ongoing
encountars with Chrst through senpturg
study, praver and sacramemal participa-
tion; the need fo give o the local Chureh
their taleats and ensrgles in enriching the
Catholic community throngh the various
ministerial roles open o adnlt Cathalic
members; the obligation o be of apostalic
service o the greater community's needs
the homebound and ill. the poor, hiungry

and homeless: the overall commitment ©
evangelize others through their example of
living & Gospel-driven life.

This is hedrock Christiznity — fundamiental
Crlbwrliczasm.

In dug time, T hope we can stafT an OfTie:
of Liturgy, which will assist our generous
partsh educabors in meeting therr very erili-
cal challenge. Meanwhile, parents’ cooper-
aticn s essential in encouraging their een-
agers W parteapate fully m the hife of our
Chureh.

The best way parents can do this is by their
owi example of active invobvemant in the
many minstries offered by our parishes.

Thiz ir the firsr in a sérles of articles
abont the sic-week spring seision of Why
Catholic?



